Gender Studies 101—Take-Home Exam—Due Tuesday, June 10
Questions from Section 1 are worth 10 points each, and your answer should be one paragraph long (roughly three/four sentences, no more than five).  Questions from Section 2 are worth 20 points each, and your answer should be two paragraphs long (roughly one-half page single-spaced).  You can choose any combination of questions that adds up to 80 points:  for example, four short and two long, or eight short.  This is a total of eight paragraphs of writing.  We have designed the test with five-six hours of work in mind if you are familiar with all of the texts going in— use that to gauge how long to spend.  We will reward you for good coverage of the material, for instance for choosing authors whom you did not address in your response papers.

Section 1.  Agree or Disagree?  In each case, please focus almost exclusively on the assigned readings and class discussions, rather than bringing in outside works.  Do not repeat an author or a theme – for instance, do not address more than one of questions 2, 4, and 7, which all address radical feminism and sexuality. 

1. Audre Lorde is a separatist.

2. bell hooks takes a radical-feminist stance on rape.

3. Butler’s theory of performativity is a total departure from the grammatical theories of identity, as described in her paper.

4. Dworkin “assumes a consistent or inherent meaning for the human body” (Scott).

5. Isaac Baker Brown and his clinical practice confirm Denise Riley’s argument concerning the historicity of sex.

6. Lacan thinks that men are necessarily victims of repression in any society with an Oedipal construct.

7. MacKinnon would take serious issue with the conception of desire in the audio article “Testosterone.”

8. Medical looking is a violent gaze.

9. Morris, Moreno, and Long believe each person has one true sex.  

(You may focus on just one of them in your response.)

10. Pat Califia’s defense of sadomasochism works as an application of Irigaray’s theory of mimesis.

11. Rubin’s “The Traffic in Women” is an instance of what Scott calls a theory of patriarchy.

12. When Williamson argues that capitalism colonizes femininity in order to “set up” a difference in place of “genuine difference” she forecloses the possibility that masculinity can operate in the same way in a capitalist system.

13. Wollstonecraft uses the notion of feminine virtue uncritically, in the manner critiqued by Walkowitz.

Section 2.  Longer answers.  

1. Apply the “fairy tale of contract” examined in Williams’ article to Ma Vie En Rose.

2. Apply Borneman’s argument about borders, penetration, and national identity to “The Routine” (the premiere episode of OZ).  

3. Briefly imagine some implications for gender theory of the asymmetry of biological sex.  

4. Formulate a brief argument that might be considered feminist sociobiology.  (see Spanier.)

For Questions 5-7, give an explanation of the quotation. 

5. “Oh, what pwetty eyes, you pwetty little girl.  Here, buy my glasses and you’ll see the Truth-Me-Myself tell you everything you should know.  Put them on your nose and take a fetishist’s look (you are me, the other analyst—that’s what I’m telling you) at your body and the body of the other.  You see?  No?  Wait, you’ll have everything explained to you, and you’ll know at last which sort of neurosis you’re related to.  Hold still, we’re going to do your portrait, so you can begin looking like it right away.”  (Cixous 347)

6. “At any given time, one form of masculinity rather than others is culturally exalted.  Hegemonic masculinity can be defined as the configuration of gender practice which embodies the currently accepted answer to the problem of the legitimacy of patriarchy, which guarantees (or is taken to guarantee) the dominant position of men and the subordination of women.”  (Connell 77)

7. “Actually claiming the monstrosity (of a female with the potential to “name”), which her culture imposes in blindness, “Sapphire” might rewrite after all a radically different text for female empowerment.”  (Spillers 80)

